
WILDERNESS	AREAS,	ECOLOGICAL	RESERVES,	NATURAL	AREAS	and	HERITAGE	RANGELANDS	(WAERNAHR)	Act
Disposition	Application	Process
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● Provincial	Park
● Provincial	Recreation	Area
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○							Activities	within	sites	under	the Provincial	Parks	Act (PPA) are	managed	and	administered	by		Alberta	Environment	and	Parks	– Parks	Division	(AEP	–
Parks).

○							Non-Energy	related	activities	within	sites	under	the	Wilderness	Areas,	Ecological	Reserves,	Natural	Areas	and	Heritage	Rangelands	Act	
(WAERNAHR) are	approved	and	managed	by	AEP	– Parks,	and	administered	by	Environment	and	Parks	- Operations	Division	(AEP	– Operations)	under	
the	Public	Lands	Act.

○							Energy	related	activities	within	sites	under	the	WAERNAHR	Act are	approved	and	managed	by	AEP	– Parks,	and	administered	by	the	Alberta	Energy	
Regulator	(AER)	under	the Responsible	Energy	Development	Act.

○							For	Activities	within	any	Protected	Areas	Site,	please	contact	the	AEP	- Parks’	Land	Use	Technologists	by phone or	ppa.referrals@gov.ab.ca.			

WAERNAHR	Act
● Wilderness	Areas*
● Ecological	Reserves*
● Natural	Areas
● Heritage	Rangelands

*No	Surface	Dispositions	Permitted					
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PRE-ASSESSMENT:	
1.	Which	Disposition	Process	to	follow:	

○	Provincial	Parks	Act	Process	
○	WAERNAHR	Act	Process

2.	If	the	Activity	is	Related	to	an	Existing		
Commitment	&/or	is	Permitted

3.	Requirements
4.	Fees,	Assessment,	Deposits

NOTE:		Do	NOT	conduct	
surveys	prior	to	consent	from	
AEP-Parks
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http://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=P35.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779753840
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=P35.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779753840
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=W09.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779745012
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=W09.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779745012
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=P40.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779756162
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/r17p3.pdf
http://www.albertaparks.ca/media/442831/pasites.pdf
http://www.albertaparks.ca/albertaparksca/management-land-use/land-use-administration/contacts-for-dispositions-permits.aspx
http://www.albertaparks.ca/albertaparksca/management-land-use/land-use-administration/contacts-for-dispositions-permits.aspx
http://www.albertaparks.ca/albertaparksca/management-land-use/land-use-administration/contacts-for-dispositions-permits.aspx
http://www.albertaparks.ca/albertaparksca/management-land-use/land-use-administration/contacts-for-dispositions-permits.aspx
http://esrd.alberta.ca/forms-maps-services/industry-online-services/plan-confirmation-service.aspx
http://www.albertaparks.ca/media/6492871/disposition-provincial-parks-act-application-process-flowchart.pdf
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