
FLORA CHECKLIST 
 

DINOSAUR PROVINCIAL PARK 
WORLD HERITAGE SITE 

The three distinct landscapes of  
Dinosaur Provincial Park host a unique 
diversity of plants. This checklist and 
guide of selected species will help you 
enjoy your floral explorations. 
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PARK HABITATS 
There are three major habitats in Dinosaur 
Provincial Park: dry mixedgrass prairie; badlands; 
and riparian (riverside). The park lies in the Dry 
Mixedgrass Natural Sub-Region of southeast 
Alberta, the warmest and driest area of the 
province. Some plants can survive in all three 
habitats, while others are found only in unique 
micro-habitats. Flowering dates will vary with soil 
and moisture conditions, and exposure to sun and 
wind. 
PRAIRIE 
 The relatively flat prairie grasslands around 
the park are partly modified due to cattle grazing. 
Beneath them is a layer of glacial till, deposited by 
retreating glaciers about 17,000 years ago.  Most 
plants growing here have adaptations to succeed in 
semi-desert conditions and drying winds. Plants 
found in this habitat are shown with a “P”. 
BADLANDS 
 The bare rocks, steep cliffs and dry channels 
of  the badlands are accessible by several of the 
Park’s self-guiding trails. There is a noticable 
difference between north and south facing slopes, 
the former being more moist and cooler. In the 
badlands a lack of fertile soil, dry conditions and 
extreme temperatures make life very hard for 
plants. Badlands plants are shown with a “B”. 
RIVERBANK 
 The riparian habitat along the Red Deer 
River can be seen as you walk the Cottonwood 
Flats Trail. This threatened habitat supports trees, 
shrubs and a rich diversity of undergrowth and 
wildlife. Plants found in this habitat are shown 
with a “R”. 
DISTURBED AREAS  
 Many showy flowers are seen alongside the 
trails and roadways in the park. These are 
indicated by “DA” in the checklist. 
 
FURTHER READING 
The Ecology of Dinosaur Provincial Park                 M. Romuld 
Wildflowers of Alberta                     K. Wilkinson 
Trees and Shrubs of Alberta                                   K. Wilkinson 
Wildflowers Across the Prairies   Vance, Jowsey, McLean, Switzer       
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